[Experimental study of the effect of IH764-3, a potent component isolated from salviae milltiorrhize, against pulmonary fibrosis].
IH764-3, an effective component isolated from Salvae milliorrhize (a component of traditional Chinese medicine) was used against pulmonary fibrosis in this study. The results indicated that in the treated group, lung coefficient, surfactant, hydroxyproline content and FGF activity were significantly lower than those in the model group. Electron microscopic observation confirmed that the pulmonary ultrastructure was improved remarkably in the treated group: the proliferation of collagen-forming cells and infiltration of inflammatory cells, collagen and elastic fibers were obviously less. All the results demonstrated that IH764-3 has prophylactic and therapeutic effects on the development of pneumonitis and pulmonary fibrosis.